AAIDD TEXAS CHAPTER ANNUAL AWARDS

We all know dedicated persons who are serving persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Help honor them TODAY by submitting their name for one of our Award Categories!  Simply follow the directions below and complete the application.

Award Guidelines:
· AAIDD Texas Chapter Membership is not a prerequisite to either submit a nomination or receive an award nomination.

· A candidate may not nominate himself or herself.

· All nominations must have a nominator that can be contacted for additional information.

· Recipients can receive an award in only one category.

· Decisions of Awards Committee will prevail.

· Activities or recipients must have an impact on the State of Texas but are not limited to the state level.

· No posthumous awards will be given except for a person who died within the current year.

· No elected AAIDD Texas Chapter person or staff at the state, regional or national level is eligible for an award during his/her term office.

Nomination Format:
All nominations must be submitted to the Awards Committee members in the format stated below.  The Committee must be provided with the following information on each nominee.

· Identify award category.

· One page vita of nominee or its equivalent for a layperson nominee, including name, home and office mailing address, phone numbers, agency, agency affiliation and position/title and educational background.

· Significance of the contribution.

· Quality and thoroughness of contributions.

· Years of significant effort.

· The names, affiliation, address and phone number of three people familiar with the nominee’s achievements, at least one who does not work with the nominee.

· Name of person submitting nomination including address, phone number and relationship to nominee.

Awards will be presented at the

AAIDD Texas Chapter 50th Annual Convention
August 18 – 21, 2026, Omni Corpus Christi Hotel, Corpus Christi, Texas

Deadline for nominations is Friday, July 17, 2026
AAIDD TEXAS CHAPTER 2026 ANNUAL AWARDS

NOMINATION FORM

Name of person submitting nomination: 








Address: 












City: 





 State: 


 Zip: 




Phone: 





 Email: 





Signature: 












Relationship to nominee: 










I would like to submit the names of the following persons for consideration by the Awards Committee as candidates for the specified AAIDD Texas Chapter awards.

AWARDS CATEGORIES

Helen G. FitzSimmons

Leadership Award 











Awarded for outstanding leadership in the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities
Dr. Ollie Seay Knowledge Award for Excellence in Education or Research 

Nominee: 












Awarded for significant contributions to the dissemination of knowledge in the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities through education and/or research

Support Award for Excellence in the Provision of Direct Supports


Nominee: 












Awarded for exceptional work in the delivery or coordination of high quality direct services and supports in the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities

Empowerment Award for Excellence in Promotion of Self-Advocacy

Nominee: 












Awarded to self-advocates and/or the professionals who support self-advocates for courage and dedication resulting in outstanding contributions to the self-advocacy movement

Student Award for Excellence in Knowledge, Support or Empowerment 

Nominee: 












Awarded to college students who have shown significant potential for making outstanding contributions in the areas of knowledge, support, or empowerment. 

Email completed application with all information requested as 

outlined under Nomination Format to:
Awards Committee Chair 
patholder@austin.rr.com
Questions?  Call 512.349.7470 

Deadline for nominations is Friday, July 17, 2026
